Necrotizing vasculopathy of the CNS: case report.
A 62-year-old man with progressive cerebellar and brainstem dysfunction had gadolinium-enhancing lesions in basal ganglia and occipital lobe on MRI suggestive of primary CNS lymphoma (PCNSL). The patient, who had been treated with high-dose steroid hormones for several months, developed respiratory failure and expired before a histological diagnosis could be obtained. The postmortem examination showed Pneumocystis cariniiwas the cause of death. Pathology of the brain showed a necrotizing vasculopathy affecting the white matter of the cerebrum and cerebellum with involvement of the basal ganglia and the periventricular gray matter. Other organs such as liver, lung, and kidneys were spared. Necrotizing vasculopathy is a novel entity that should be considered in the differential diagnosis of PCNSL.